
SAMPLE LETTER
Mr. John Davies

Judicial Appointments Secretary

The Office of the Governor

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Mr. Davies,


I am writing to express my disappointment and concern over Governor’s Schwarzenegger’s recent appointments to the San Francisco and Alameda Superior Courts.


As you know, the two vacancies on the San Francisco bench were created when Judge Lillian Sing retired and Judge Lenard Louie passed away.  Judges Sing and Louie were community icons, and the presence of two long-time Asian American judges on the San Francisco bench provided important role models within the Chinese and Asian communities.  Their absence from the bench will be deeply felt in San Francisco, where over one-third of the population is Asian American.  


I understand that over one dozen qualified Asian American candidates applied, but that none were seriously considered.  Instead the Governor chose to appoint two Caucasian attorneys to the judgeships.  I also understand that two Caucasian attorneys were also appointed in Alameda County, where Judge Ken Kawaichi recently retired from the court.


As the Governor’s judicial appointments secretary, it is critical that you are fully aware of the adverse impact created by your failure to appoint Asian American judges in the Bay Area.  Diversity must be considered in naming judges in San Francisco and Alameda counties.  It is my hope that when judgeships arise in the future, that Governor Schwarzenegger appoint Asian Americans to fill these vacancies.   I look forward to receiving a response to this letter.
Very truly yours,

Name

Address


