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EDWIN SAYS GOODBYE

As President of AABA this past year, I’ve been in a position to fully appreciate the
many lawyers, firms, organizations, and communities that AABA reaches. Not
only is AABA a resource for Asian American lawyers in the Bay Area, we are
looked to on a national level for leadership and guidance. On issues of great
significance, AABA’s position and actions often lead the way. While in the catbird
seat, I’ve also been able to experience firsthand the dedication of hundreds of
Asian American attorneys to both our local and extended Asian American
community.
It has been a fantastic ride — a wonderful 12 months. While running an
organization of AABA’s size, my presidency has not been without sleepless nights
(especially around
planning last year ’s
dinner), 20-hour
workdays,
and
mediation
of
disagreements. But
more importantly,
this past year has
brought
new
friends and colleagues,
dynamic
new
events, and what I hope
was a profound
effect on the Asian
American legal
community. AABA’s
credibility and
visibility are at an alltime high and will
only continue to reach
Hideki and Takeo:
new heights in the
coming
years.
“Thanks for giving us our daddy
back!”

continued on next page
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN continued from page 1

AABA’s core strength lies in its board of directors and its
committee chairpersons. AABA has experienced
leadership in the pipeline and our operations director
will ensure that AABA continues to maintain its course. I
want to give thanks to our board members, most of who
will be installed on March 7, 2008 for another term.
However, Christine Noma and Willie Nguyen, two
individuals who have made substantial contributions to
AABA over the years, will, like me, “ride off into the
sunset.” I’m a big fan of both Chris and Willie and I wish
them the best in their future endeavors. I’d also like to
thank David Biderman of Perkins Coie who has selflessly
sponsored AABA’s baseball event from its inception and
who has mentored me since we met over a decade ago
when I was a law student in Los Angeles.
On a very personal note, I’d like to thank
Malcolm
Yeung, Billy
Chan, Rod
Fong, Victor
Hwang, and

especially
Dale Minami

Joan
and
Haratani for
their support
during this
Who would have
Dale and Victor thought Malcolm
Two NAPABA Trailblazers
past year.
had such talents?
These
six
were always there for me. They told me when good
ideas were good and when bad ideas were bad. Without
them, AABA would not be as great as it is today.
I hope you’ve enjoyed reading the President’s Column
and President’s Profiles as much as I’ve had writing them.
I encourage you to get more involved in AABA so that
you can see the AABA that I’ve had an opportunity to
experience firsthand. Asian American lawyers dedicated
to making a difference in their communities– it’s a
wonderful thing. See you at the dinner and at future
events.
[My boys – Takeo and Hideki – love AABA events, but
love that I’ll be home more to build Lego spaceships with
them. Hideki was quite upset that only his older brother’s
photo made last month’s newsletter, so you’ll see a picture
of both of them to your left.]
THE DIVERSITY PIPELINE

On February 22, 2008, AABA hosted “Legally Asian,”
(a take on the movie “Legally Blonde”), an event focused
on encouraging undergraduate students from local
schools to consider careers in law. AABA has always
fought for diversity in the local legal community, but this

event was AABA’s first event aimed at increasing the
pipeline of Asian American lawyers. It was a fantastic
success and we anticipate planning more outreach events
for high school and college students in the coming months.
I’m very thankful and proud of the effort put forth by
Brian Wang and the new members of our Community
Service Community — this is the kind of energy that
AABA was built upon. A more detailed report is available
on page 10, but I wanted to share with you one letter
representative of the many I received after the event.
I attended AABA’s Legally Asian event today. I want to
say thanks to you and everyone at AABA who organized
this event. It was inspirational! It reassures my interest
in law, gave me a clear picture on how I could use my
legal education to contribute to the Asian community,
and led me to a better understanding of what lawyers
do on a daily basis. — Carol Leung, UC Berkeley
NOVEMBER
ELECTIONS IN
SAN
FRANCISCO

I recently learned
that two of AABA’s
very own have
declared their
candidacy for
November
District 3 Supervisor SF Community
elections
—
College Board
Candidate
Candidate
David Chiu ,
David Chiu
Steve Ngo
A A B A ’ s
Immediate Past President, and Steve Ngo, a Chairperson
of AABA’s Civil Rights Committee.
We all know David very well from his years of
commitment to AABA and as the current Chairperson of
the Board of Directors for the Chinatown Community
Development Center. David is running for the position
of Supervisor in San Francisco’s District 3, which includes
the neighborhoods of North Beach, Chinatown, Telegraph
Hill, Russian Hill, Polk Street, Nob Hill, Union Square,
Financial District, Barbary Coast and Fisherman’s Wharf.
You can learn more about David and his campaign at
www.votedavidchiu.com.
Steve Ngo is an attorney at Minami Tamaki LLP and has
been involved with AABA for several years. He is also
the pro bono general counsel for APIAVote, a national
voting rights organization, and the Finance Committee
Chair of the Board of Directors for the Southeast Asian
Community Center. Steve is running for a seat on the
San Francisco Community College Board of Trustees.
Seven trustees oversee the education of over 100,000
students enrolled in the community college system, many
continued on next page
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who take non-credit classes such as English as a Second
Language (ESL), computer training, or other vocational
training. To find out more, check out his website at
www.stevengo.com.
Good luck to our AABA brothers in these November
elections!
YEAR IN REVIEW

You’ve heard it before. AABA of the Greater Bay Area bills
itself as the first and largest, local Asian American bar
association in the nation and the collective voice for the
unified expression of opinions and positions on matters of
concern to all Asian American attorneys. But what does
that mean? What is AABA doing for you and for the
community? Why should you continue to be a member?
We’ve come a long way in 32 years since AABA was
established in 1976. Through the commitment, hard work,
and perseverance of our lawyers, AABA has benefited every
Asian American lawyer practicing in the Bay Area. I’ve
had a front-row seat for AABA’s programs, events, and
continued development during the past year and am very
proud of what we’ve been able to accomplish. Some of
our major highlights include:
March 2007 — We hosted our 30th Anniversary
Celebration and Installation Banquet at Yank Sing in the
Rincon Atrium. We honored our past by showing a short
video history of our organization, giving tribute to 30 years
of past presidents and honoring Minami Tamaki LLP, the
law firm that was instrumental in the creation of countless
Asian American organizations, including AABA. We also
awarded over $5,000 in scholarships to deserving publicinterest-minded law students through the AABA Law
Foundation.
May 2007 — We celebrated Asian Pacific Heritage Month
with a panel discussion of significant legal cases affecting
Asian Americans litigated in this district including Yick Wo v.
Hopkins, Lau v. Nichols, Wong v. Hampton, Korematsu v.
United States and Chin v. Runnels. The discussion at the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals featured Judge Ed Chen,
Malcolm Yeung, Karen Kai and Professor Ed Steinman.
June 2007 — AABA formed a Strategic Planning Committee
that met to discuss the organization’s structure and direction.
The Committee will continue to meet on an on-going basis,
but decided to move forward on certain projects, such as a
membership open house, an on-line membership
satisfaction survey, and the hiring of an operations director,
AABA’s first employee.
September 2007 — AABA received Asian Pacific Islander
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Legal Outreach’s Business Impact Award at APILO’s
annual dinner. AABA was honored for its commitment
to assisting low-income clients through its various clinics
and for its dedication to increasing diversity in the legal
profession.
December 2007 — AABA held open elections for the
fourth consecutive year. Elections allow for a
transparent process and for any AABA member to
take a more active role in the administration and
leadership of our organization. The fact that each
year several members participate in the elections
process is a testament to the level of interest and
number of future leaders that are present in the Asian
American legal community.
January 2008— AABA hired Rhean Fajardo as its
Operations Director to assist AABA in its day-to-day
operations as well as the planning and implementation
of other projects. I believe that we are the first local
Asian American bar association in the nation to make
such a hire.
2007 to 2008— AABA also signed on to amici curiae
drafted by AABA members. The first brief, authored
by former president Kevin Fong, in the marriage
cases before the California Supreme Court, supported
the right to marry. The second brief, written by Bill
Lan Lee in the Coral Construction v. City of San
Francisco matter, supports the San Francisco city
ordinance that establishes a race-conscious program
for awarding city contracts.
CIVIL RIGHTS COMMITTEE

Through the leadership of Juna Kim, Adrianne
DeCastro, and Steve Ngo, this committee has been
instrumental in crafting AABA’s position on many civil
rights issues. The committee authored AABA’s press
releases on many importance issues, such as AABA’s
position on the firing of Don Imus and the hiring of DJ
shock jock Craig Carton in September 2007.
The committee also contrived the idea of a joint
conference among minority bar associations in San
Francisco focusing on civil rights issues. Juna,
Adrianne and Steve, with assistance from Marissa
Tirona and Rod Fong, successfully executed the first
ever Unity Conference in October 2007.
COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE
Long-time chairpersons Dot Liu, Ruth Ann Castro,
and Jason Lee provided AABA with another year of

fantastic community service opportunities, such as the
Community Service Work-a-Thon and Alleyway
Cleanup events in conjunction with the Chinatown
continued on page 12
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“Sole Survivor.” Kwon also becomes the first
contestant to beat two contestants in the final
Tribal Council vote. In prior seasons, there were
only two finalists, not three.
Tickets:
Individual seats are
$150; table
sponsorship begins
at $2,000.
For more
information,
contact Lisa Herico
at
lherico@gmail.com
or (415)956-2828.

Lawyer Turned
“Survivor” Winner
Yul Kwon Helps
Celebrate AABA’s 31st
Installation Dinner
By Michelle D. Jew, Newsletter Committee Co-Chair
Have you ever wonder what type of person would volunteer
to be a contestant on the reality show “Survivor?” How about
a lawyer with a Yale law degree?

One of Kwon’s reasons for wanting to be on
Survivor was to help breakdown the typical
stereotypes of APA men on television. Kwon
has long advocated for issues of importance to
Asian Pacific Americans. When he was recruited
for “Survivor”, Kwon saw it as an opportunity to
utilize the entertainment medium to voice the
concerns of the APA community on a broader
level, to change stereotypes about APAs especially APA men - and to set a positive
example within the community. Moreover, he
had hoped that as a result of his experience,
America would see more APAs on television and
that more scripted roles will be created for APAs
that portray them in a realistic light. Kwon is
also working to promote awareness for the need
for minority bone marrow donors. He has
donated $50,000 of his Survivor earnings to a
program to encourage Asian-Americans to
become bone marrow donors. This is a cause
he has championed since college when his best
friend was diagnoised with leukemia.
Kwon, who currently resides in San Mateo,
California, was born in Queens, New York after
his parents had emigrated from South Korea.
His family moved to Concord, California when
he was six. Kwon attended Northgate High in
Walnut Creek where he graduated valedictorian.
He then attended Stanford University, where he
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in
symbolic systems (theoretical computer science)
and graduated Phi Beta Kappa. Kwon went on
to receive his Juris Doctor Degree from Yale
Law School, where he served on the editorial
board of the Yale Law Journal.

Yul Kwon transformed his attorney skills into surviving skills as he
outwitted, outlasted, and outplayed 19 other contestants to become
the first Asian American winner of the reality television series,
“Survivor: Cook Islands” and the winner of the grand prize, one Prior to winning “Survivor”, Kwon previously
million dollars.
enjoyed a diverse career straddling both the
Kwon will host will host AABA’s 31st Annual Celebration and private and public sectors in law, politics, business
Installation Dinner on Friday, March 7, 2008, 6 p.m., at the 5 and technology. As an attorney, he clerked on
Embarcadero Center in San Francisco. This year’s dinner will also the 2nd Circuit Court of Appeals and practiced
feature keynote speaker, Dennis J. Herrera, City Attorney for San a mix of litigation, appellate, transactional and
Francisco, and the installation of the 2008-2009 AABA board and regulatory work at several law firms. As a
officers. The AABA Law Foundation scholarship winners will also legislative aide to Senator Joseph Lieberman,
be announced. For more information on the scholarship winners, he helped draft portions of the Homeland
Security Act, authored a landmark bill on
please see page 5.
nanotechnology, and organized a bipartisan
Kwon proved what you do learn in law school does transfer into caucus on science and technology. Several
“surviving” in the real world, well at least on reality television. To years ago, Kwon transitioned into the business
summarize Season 13 of “Survivor: Cook Islands” in a nutshell, sector, first joining McKinsey as a management
after being banished to Exile Island, Kwon was able to find the consultant and then crossing over to Google’s
“hidden immunity idol” which he strategically used to his advantage business strategy group.
in negotiating with other contestants. Kwon was able to make it into
the final three for the Final Tribal Council, where the winner is Kwon, who is a member of the Washington, D.C.
determined by a vote of a jury made up of former contestants. and California State Bar Associations, was also
Kwon was credited for his strategic prowess and social networking recently named in both People Magazine’s
skills to survive, helping him win the reality show to become the Sexiest Man Alive and Hottest Bachelor’s issues.
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Scholarship Recipients Announced;
AABA To Recognize Future Lawyers At The
Installation Dinner
By Michelle D. Jew, Newsletter Committee Co-Chair
AABA will recognize its future lawyers
at its annual AABA Installation Dinner on
March 7, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency
Grand Ballroom, located at 5
Embarcadero Center in San Francisco.
For more information on purchasing a
seat or becoming a table sponsor, please
contact Lisa Herico at lherico@gmail.com or (415) 956-2828.
AABA will present four scholarships at
the dinner this year. UC Berkeley made
an impressive showing, with three of the
scholarships being awarded to Boalt Hall
students.
The Raymond L. Ocampo, Jr. Past
Presidents’ Scholarship is being awarded
to Sarah Chilim Ihn, Boalt Class of
2010. This scholarship is sponsored
through the generosity of Raymond L.
Ocampo, Jr. and honors the service,
dedication, and leadership of past AABA
Presidents.
The inaugural AABA Asian Pacific
American Judges’ Scholarship is being
awarded to Warren Ko, Boalt Class of
2009. This scholarship was developed
to recognize and honor the past and
present API judges of the Bay Area.
The Joe Morozumi Scholarship is being
awarded to Jimmy Chu, Boalt Class of
2010. Each year, through the
generosity of Dale Minami and Michael
G.W. Lee, AABA awards the Joe
Morozumi Memorial Scholarship in
honor of Morozumi, who was one of the
first and finest Asian American trial
lawyers in the Bay Area. Interned with
his family during World War II, he was
fiercely committed to the fight for
reparations, and he was also one of the
earliest Asian American attorneys to
represent political activists pro bono.
He also mentored the founders of the

Asian Law Caucus. Morozumi, who
was an inspirational role model for
many, died in 1996.
The AABA Law Foundation
Scholarship is being awarded to Nai
Saelee, San Francisco Law School,
Class of 2009. The AABA Law
Foundation is a nonprofit entity
dedicated to serving the community
and law students through its annual
Law Foundation Scholarship awards.
AABA recognizes and awards
scholarships to deserving law
students who are committed to
advocating and improving their
communities.
AABA is proud to recognize this
year’s scholarship winners. Learn
more about them below.
RAYMOND L. OCAMPO, JR. PAST
PRESIDENTS’ SCHOLARSHIP:
Sarah Chilim Ihn (Boalt Class of
2010)

Sarah Chilim Ihn is a first-year law
student at Boalt Hall, where she is
involved with the Asian American
Law Journal, Asian Pacific American
Law Students Association, and the
East Bay Community Law Center.
Sarah is also a certified advocate for
women affected by domestic
violence and a court-appointed
special advocate for foster care
youth. Sarah holds a bachelor’s
degree in Comparative Studies in
Race and Ethnicity and a master’s
degree in Social Sciences in
Education from Stanford University.
Prior to law school, Sarah worked
as a Program Associate at The
James Irvine Foundation in San

Francisco and as a Development
Associate at Little Tokyo Service
Center in Los Angeles. Sarah
has also worked as an intern at
the Orange County affiliate of
the Pacific Institute for
Community Organization
(PICO), Neighborhood Legal
Services of Los Angeles County,
Vietnamese Youth Development
Center in San Francisco, and
Youth United for Community
Action in East Palo Alto. She is
also currently a board member
for the Korean Community
Center of the East Bay.
AABA ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN JUDGES’
SCHOLARSHIP: Warren Ko
(Boalt, Class of 2009)

Warren Ko grew up raising
ostriches on a small farm in
Rainbow, California. His father
specializes in using his artistic
skills to paint known artistic
masterpieces on ostrich eggs. He
moved up to the Bay Area to
attend college at Stanford, and
currently is attending Boalt Hall.
While in college, he assisted
Professor Carolyn Wong with
research for her book “Lobbying
for Inclusion: Rights Politics and
the Making of Immigration
Policy”, as well as field research
on Asian Americans in the
political process. Besides his
involvement with APALSA in law
school, Warren has worked
extensively with the Workers’
Right Clinic and is the co-Senior
Notes Editor for the Berkeley
Journal of Criminal Law. He
competes for Boalt Hall on Moot
continued on page 14

The 2007 AABA Holiday Party featured a collection of the
Bay Area’s finest local chefs. Late in the afternoon, the
chefs gathered at AABA’s regular hotspot Butterfly
restaurant on the Embarcadero, to assemble an assortment
of special dishes showcasing the party’s theme ingredient,
crab. The chefs, pictured above, included Rob Lam of host
restaurant Butterfly; Jimmie Kwok of Bodega Bistro; Michelle
Mah, former Executive Chef at Ponzu; Jerry McGinnis,
former Executive Chef at Supperclub; Kenji Tominaga of
Go Fish and Hana Japanese Restaurant; Mike Yakura of
Ozumo; and Kelly Degala of Pres a Vi and Va de Vi. Mary
Shieh, the head of SMG Moscone Convention Center
Catering, participated as our special guest judge.

Early in the evening, AABA members began to
arrive. The buzz around the event was strong,
and guests were eager to catch up with old
friends, meet other members, and sample the
special dishes. Competition was fierce as the
food rolled out, both among guests fighting for
food and among chefs rallying for support.
When the votes were tallied, Chef Kelly Degala
emerged as the winner for best dish.

Later in the evening, the chefs were
able to display their culinary skills
in real time, during the team skills
competition. The chefs were divided
into two-person teams. AABA favorite
Rob Lam, suspected of unfair
competition during the earlier
challenge, was forced to team up
with AABA board member Billy Chan
as his punishment. After oysters were
shucked, onions brunoised, cream
whipped, salmon filleted, chickens
quartered, and lambs frenched,
judge Mary Shieh declared the team
of Chef McGinnis and Chef Yakura
victorious.

AABA members had a great time sampling food and cheering on
their favorite chef teams. Some were lucky enough to win a meal
donated by the generous chefs. And while not all could be so lucky,
all agreed that the holiday party was a great event.
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AABA’s First-Ever “Legally Asian” Conference
Motivates Students to Consider Legal Careers
By Daisy J. Hung, Community Services Committee Co-Chair
In the majestic setting of the Federal
ceremonial courtroom in San
Francisco, reserved for the most high
profile and selective of cases and
ceremonies, nearly 50 eager
undergraduate and law school
students gathered to get a glimpse
of the legal profession from an
impressive roster of speakers. The
audience included Asian Pacific
American students, and other
underrepresented minority students.
AABA’s first-ever “Legally Asian:
Asian Pacific Americans in the Legal
Profession” conference was
organized to reach out to students
and encourage them to consider a
career in the law.
AABA’s Community Services
Committee recognized the need to

inspire the next generation of APA
lawyers, and work to increase
diversity in the pipeline leading to the
legal profession. Therefore, the
Committee made outreaching to youth
one of its top priorities this year.
Through conference presentations
from prominent APA attorney and judge
role models, the Committee sought to
show students that a successful legal
career is a real possibility. Not only
was it important to have students
consider pursuing a legal career, but it
was essential to show the ability of
lawyers to create social change and
help underrepresented communities.
The program started off with opening
remarks from AABA President Edwin
Prather. He described the significance
of the students’ presence in the

ceremonial courtroom, and at the
conference. What followed were a
number of lively panels of AABA
attorneys and judges discussing a
variety of topics including: being an
Asian Pacific American judge, the
reality of working in private law firms,
and using a law degree to fight for
social justice. The emphasis for each
of the speakers was not about making
money, or gaining prestige, but
about helping their clients and giving
back to the community.
Guest speaker and Survivor Cook
Islands winner, Yul Kwon, described
his own legal career to a captivated
audience. He encouraged students
to think hard about their reasons for
going to law school before investing
continued on page 14
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Upcoming Calendar of Events
MARCH

SAVE THE DATE:
AABA ANNUAL INSTALLATION DINNER Friday,

3rd Annual Community Service Work-A-Thon and
Barbeque. Saturday, March 22, 2008. 9:00 am 1:00 pm. San Francisco Chinatown.

March 7, 2008, 6PM Cocktails, 7:00 Dinner. Hyatt

Regency, Embarcadero Center
The Subtle side of Sexism, Tuesday, March 11, 2008.
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. McDermott Will & Emery LLP,
3150 Porter Drive, Palo Alto, CA.

Please check for details on our website:
www.aaba-bay.com
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3RD ANNUAL
COMMUNITY SERVICE
WORK-A-THON and
BARBEQUE:
CALL FOR AABA VOLUNTEERS TO
LEND A HELPING HAND IN SAN
FRANCISCO’S CHINATOWN —
SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 2008,
9:00 am -1:00 pm
The Community Services Committee is pleased to announce the
3rd Annual Work-A-Thon and Barbeque on Saturday, March 22nd
from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm in partnership with the Chinatown Community
Development Center (CCDC), to help better the living conditions of residents at the Ping Yuen Public Housing
Development in San Francisco’s Chinatown.
In response to the awesome efforts of our AABA volunteers the last two years, CCDC has asked us to join
them again. This year, we will be helping with projects aimed at improving the community including painting
over graffiti and gardening to cleaning up the alleyways and buildings. We will be working side by side with
other volunteers, many of whom will be youths of low-income families from local high schools, so it will be a
good opportunity for us to reach out to high school students and make a connection. We will also co-host a
fun-filled and entertaining BBQ in the early afternoon for all volunteers.
We need your help and show of support on March 22nd. We also need your Barbeque Grills and Grillmasters!
If you would like to join us for this worthwhile Community Services Event or if you have any Barbeque Grills
we can borrow, please email CSC co-chairs Ruth Ann Castro at RCastro@fbm.com and Brian Wang at
bwang1@gmail.com. We are excited about continuing to share in CCDC’s commitment to the community
and to make a difference in this meaningful way.
We look forward to seeing you there!
PRESIDENT’S COLUMN continued from page 3

Community Development Center. The
committee also selected student winners
of AABA’s Summer Grant program,
which rewards students who dedicate
their law school summers to public
interest endeavors.
Chairpersons Eumi Lee, Victor
Hwang, Daisy Hung, and Rob Uy
committed themselves to the operation
of AABA’s various clinics at UC Hastings
and other locations throughout San
Francisco and the East Bay to
underserved Filipino, Laotian,

Vietnamese, and Pacific Islander
communities. Through AABA’s clinics
this past year, almost 1000 lowincome clients were assisted with their
legal problems.
In November 2007, AABA began its
“Call to Community Service” program
that rewards the pro bono and public
service work of its members. Rhean
Fajardo, Tracie Brown, and Michael
Wang are monitoring AABA’s progress
towards a collective 10,000 hours.
In February 2008, Brian Wang led
the effort to increase the diversity

pipeline of Asian American lawyers
through AABA’s “Legally Asian”
student event. In featuring speakers
such as Judge Erica Yew, Yul
Kwan, Rod Fong, Judge Julie
Tang, Judge Ed Chen, Ted Ting,
Billy Chan, Zer Iyer, and Kamala
Harris, undergraduate students

from around the Bay Area were
inspired to go to law school and join
our ranks as Asian American
lawyers.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Rita Hao, Elizabeth
continued on page 13
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Loh, and Brian Kim, hosted a number

of wonderful seminars for the benefit of
AABA members. These events included
a Trust and Estates Symposium, “Will
Your Vote Count?: Voting in Communities
of Color ” voting rights seminar,
“Sweeping Changes to Terrorism Bar:
Closing Door to Asylum Seekers” panel,
and “Fighting for Ethnic Preservation of
Communities” panel. Admission to all
panels were free of charge to AABA
members.

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE

The committee was busy this year
hosting its two impressive events,
Summer Law Clerks Reception and
Career Day. Chairpersons David Sohn
and Ivana Fedor, with assistance from
Reichi Lee, planned and executed the
Summer Law Clerks Reception, which
brought together Asian American law
students working in the Bay Area and
introduced them to AABA and our local
community as well as to each other. The
Committee also hosted its annual Career
Day, a forum that included discussions
of employment opportunities and mock
interviews to better prepare law students
in securing jobs in the legal market.
IN-HOUSE COUNSEL COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Larry Chew, Orlena
Fong, and Ja Moon hosted AABA’s 2nd

Annual In-House Mixer for AABA inhouse counsel and attorneys. The event
was held at Butterfly Bistro in Burlingame
and welcomed over 100 attorneys to mix
and mingle with each other and allowed
potential outside counsel and new clients
to meet. Several law firms underwrote
the event and had an opportunity to
address the lawyers and reaffirm their
commitment to the Asian American legal
community.
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

In March 2007, AABA co-hosted a press
conference with other minority bar
organizations that called attention to the
lack of Asian American appointments to
the bench. Chairpersons Salle Yoo, Ted
Ting, and Avin Sharma planned and
hosted AABA’s annual “How to be a
Judge” event featuring a panel
discussion by JNE Chairperson William
Kopeny and Judges Garrett Wong and

Elizabeth Lee. The committee also
hosted our annual Asian American
Judges Dinner that united all of our
local Asian American jurists and
many of our judicial applicant
hopefuls.

Additionally, Celia Lee and I met
with
Governor
Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s
Judicial
Appointments Secretary Sharon
Majors Lewis to discuss the
appointment of Asian Americans to
the bench in Bay Area counties.
AABA was proud to endorse and
carry judicial candidate Lucy Koh’s
name to Sacramento. We were
even prouder when Lucy was
appointed to the Santa Clara
Superior Court in January 2008.
MEDIA COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Livia Hsiao and
Michelle Yoshida provided rapid

response in the form of press
releases for AABA on matters of
social importance such as AABA’s
position against Don Imus and the
hiring of shock jock Craig Carton
and the Los Angeles Police
Department’s proposed mapping of
Muslim Americans.
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Aside from maintaining AABA’s
membership database, processing
new member applications, and
staffing tables for each and every
AABA event, the committee
comprised of Esther Que, Kay
Tuazon, Janet Li, Alex ShinSmith and Marcus Wu , with
assistance from Billy Chan ,

planned and hosted AABA’s first
open house for members. Called
the AABA “Bar-nival” (a carnival for
the bar), the event featured carnival
games, food and giveaways. The
event was a smashing success with
over 150 lawyers in attendance,
many of whom registered to be new
AABA members.

MENTORSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Marshall Khine,
James Higa, Helena Teav, and
Thomas Chow, continued AABA’s

mentorship program, which
matches local law students with
AABA lawyer mentors. Over a
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hearty brunch at this year’s kickoff event, students were able to
meet and mingle with AABA
attorneys and learn about various
areas of legal practice. Mentoring
relationships created at the brunch
continued throughout the year.
NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE

This behind-the-scenes committee
has put out a fantastic newsletter
each and every month due to the
hard work and tireless efforts of
Alice Chin, Michelle Jew, Kathy
Asada, Soyeun Choi, Rhean
Fajardo, and our printer Kaleen
Woo of Kaleen Woo Design and

Print. AABA’s enviable website and
e-mail blasts are all thanks to
Eugene Pak and Genevieve
Dominguez.

PRACTICE DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Alex Chiu, Wes
Lowe, Tony Paikeday, Richard
Tamor , and Michael Ching

organized a forum for privatesector attorneys considering
launching a solo practice or small
firm. This committee of successful
small firm and solo practioners
continues to provide guidance and
support to other AABA members
embarking on that path.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
Chairpersons Vilaska Nguyen,
Patti Kim, Rick Chang, Annette
Mathai- Jackson and Candice
Jan managed AABA’s scholarship

program, which awarded over
$5000 to public-interest-minded
law students through the Raymond
L. Ocampo, Jr. AABA Past
Presidents’, the AABA Asian
American Judges’, the Joe
Morozumi Memorial, and the AABA
Law Foundation Scholarships.

SOCIAL COMMITTEE

This committee continues to give
AABA its “cool factor.” Chairpersons
Alan Ting, Sinclair Hwang,
Daisy Hung, Rick Chang, Azalea
Park , and Eumi Lee gave us

another year of worthwhile events
allowing AABA members to play
continued on page 14
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after a hard week’s work. This year
featured another year of happy hour
mixers with other minority bar
associations, as well as the 8th Annual
AABA Night with the San Francisco
Giants at AT&T Park hosted by David
Biderman at Perkins Coie. This year,
AABA also hosted a “Late Night with
AABA” cocktail hour to host NAPABA
leaders who were in town for a series
of meetings.
This year ’s social calendar
culminated in AABA’s Holiday Party
and Gastronomic Competition at
Butterfly Restaurant. The competition
featured established and rising star
Asian American chefs from the Bay
Area, such as Mike Yakura from
Ozumo, Kelly DeGala of Pres a Vi,
and Rob Lam of Butterfly. AABA
couldn’t have ended 2007 any better.

organizations, APA community
organizations, law student
scholarships, and other minority bar
associations; and
Have fun – by providing the way
and the means for AABA attorneys to
enjoy to social aspects of the practice
of law.
What is AABA doing for me? Why
should I be a member? I think I just
provided 888 reasons. Thanks for
reading the entire “year in review.”
Here’s looking forward to an equally
prosperous 2008-09 term.
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
ANNOUNCED continued from page 5

Court, and is a teacher assistant for an
undergraduate Legal Studies class,
Chinese Law and Society.

Warren is excited about a future in
criminal law and will be working for
And this isn’t even a complete list of the Alameda County District Attorney’s
what we accomplished in 2007 and office this summer.
2008. Thank you to the many AABA
members who made these events JOE MOROZUMI SCHOLARSHIP:
Jimmy Chu (Boalt, Class of 2010)
possible.

Jimmy immigrated to Los Angeles with
his family from Taipei, Taiwan when he
was eight months old. However, his
family’s hopes of a new life in America
Advocate – by striving to promote were derailed when Jimmy got into a
and advance civil rights and schoolyard fight with a boy in Monterey
increased representation on the Park, California; the first community
bench;
with a majority population of Asian
Educate – by providing continuing descent outside of Asia.
legal education in many diverse
As a result of the fight, Jimmy was
areas;
charged as an adult at the age of
Assist – the community by providing
seventeen for assault with a deadly
legal advice through our numerous
weapon, with special enhancement
clinics;
charges of intent to create great bodily
Mentor — through numerous
injury and gang affiliation. He
forums and events for law students,
and by matching hundreds of law eventually pleaded no contest and
students to attorney mentors each received one strike, time served, three
years gang probation, and 960 hours
year;
Develop – our attorneys by of community service.
AABA is vital to the continued support
and growth of the Asian American
legal community. Together as AABA,
we:

providing support to our attorneys
who are in the public interest,
government, in-house, in solo
practices, and small or large law
firms;
Partner – with various community
groups, numerous civil rights

After serving time in both juvenile hall
and men’s county jail, he became
determined to retrieve the American
dream that at one point seemed so
elusive, and to correct what he deemed
to be the wrongs of the criminal justice

system. Jimmy went on to graduate
from UCLA and is now a first-year
law student at Boalt Hall, after
struggling to graduate from high
school because of classes he missed
as a result of his incarceration.
Jimmy hopes to one day become a
public defender so that he can fight
passionately and zealously for the
justice and compassion that he
believes evaded him during his own
ordeal.
AABA LAW FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIP: Nai Saelee (San
Francisco Law School, Class of
2009)

Nai Saelee is a third-year law student
at San Francisco Law School and a
graduate of Saint Mary’s College.
He is a first-generation Mien
immigrant who came to the United
States in 1980. Nai, who is originally
from Laos but was born in Thailand,
is an active member and volunteer
with the East Bay chapter of the IuMien American National Coalition
(IMANC), which assists the seniors of
the Mien community of San Pablo and
Richmond.
Nai hopes to use his legal education
to work closely with young MienAmericans in achieving their personal
goals and to assist the needs of the
elder generation.
LEGALLY ASIAN continued from page 10

all the time and effort necessary to
get a law degree. Yul also talked
about the need to have APAs in all
facets of society, whether in the legal
profession, or in media, politics,
etc. When asked by a student about
his future careers plans, Yul said he
was still evaluating his options. He
wanted to use his Survivor win and
resulting recognition to create
positive social change, and was
determining the best avenue to do
so.
continued on page 15

AABA NEWSLETTER
LEGALLY ASIAN continued from page 14

San Francisco District Attorney Kamala Harris arrived
to give a moving speech about this noble profession.
She discussed the pivotal role of lawyers in the civil
rights movement, fighting for justice and equality.
Even today, lawyers continue to be advocates for
their communities - “a voice for the voiceless.”
Kamala expressed her dedication to serving the
needs of the diverse communities in San Francisco.
The formal program wrapped up with a brief
presentation from Rod Fong, Assistant Dean of Bar
Exam Services at Golden Gate University School of
Law. He gave students basic information about
applying and getting into law school. Rod shared a
number of practical tips, and available resources.
Lastly, the conference ended with an informal
mentorship lunch provided to all the participants.
During lunch, students sat at tables with conference
speakers and other AABA attorney volunteers to
casually talk about being a lawyer, and answer any
questions students had. Students were given an
opportunity to share their thoughts with the entire
group by presenting what they learned at their
separate tables.
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Law student volunteers:
Supatra Basham
Michelle Lee
Pamela Ng
Marc Pilotin

Genevieve Rapadas
Eugene Wu
Erica Yen

Sponsors:
Keith Kamisugi (Hapi Hour)
Lanlian Szeto & Lisa Lee (Hyphen)
Phil Yu (Angry Asian Man)
Angela Pang (AsianWeek)
Liliana Li (Vision New America)
AABA Community Services Committee co-chairs
and members:
Hung Chang
Kevin Chen
Hoa Cooc

Daisy Hung
Robert Uy
Brian Wang

AABA’s Community Services Committee intends to
have another “Legally Asian” conference in the
future to target high-school students, in hopes of
having an even greater impact on students at an
earlier age. For those AABA attorneys interested in
this project, please look out for information to be
distributed in the future, and/or contact the
Committee co-chairs.
The success of this event could not have occurred
without the assistance of the following:
Speakers and Panel Presenters:
Kamala Harris
Yul Kwon
Judge Chen
Judge Tang
Judge Yew
Billy Chan

Zer Iyer
Ted Ting
Jane Kim
Malcolm Yeung
Rod Fong

AABA mentor-attorney volunteers:
David Cheng
Carin Fujisaki
Celia Lee

Jason Lee
Akiko Takeshita

Across the Street from the Jail

(415) 431-3333
859 Bryant St. San Francisco
(Across from Jail)

(650) 369-1111
SSF & Redwood City

Paid Advertisement

AABA does not endorse any product, service or
message advertised.
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S. Isabel Choi
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Rita Hao
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IN HOUSE
COUNSEL
Lawrence M. Chew
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APPOINTMENTS
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MEDIA
Livia Hsiao
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MEMBERSHIP
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Esther Que
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